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Xicheng 10th Anniversary Reaffirmation  

  The beginning of April saw a delegation from our China sister city, Xicheng, 

visit Pasadena to celebrate our 10th anniversary and to sign a reaffirmation of our 

relationship. 

  The Xicheng Folk Orchestra arrived on Friday, April 3. They made their first 

musical performance on Saturday, April 4, at the Paseo Colorado, near the West 

end fountain. It was open to everyone passing by and drew a large crowd. Mayor 

Bogaard joined Governor Zhang Jiandong, Governor of Xicheng District, and the 

delegation, including Mr. Teng Xinhua, Director of Foreign Affairs for Xicheng 

District, at the performance. Mayor Bogaard had a number of nice things to say 

to the Governor, the crowd and the orchestra, prior to their performance. The 

orchestra played for 1½ hours; the music was delightful. Ms. Michelle Feng was 

our gracious MC and translator. 

May Meeting Preview 

  Finland Sister City 25th Anniversary: Plans are just about complete for a visit 

by a group from our Finnish sister city to celebrate the 25th anniversary of our 

relationship with Järvenpää. Ms. Joanne Stebenne is the Finland Subcommittee 

Chair. She will have an update on activities. See Page 3 for the schedule of 

activities that you may want to attend and see Page 4 for the Anniversary 

Luncheon sign-up. Note that we will have a special concert prior to the start of 

our luncheon. It will be presented by Finnish pianist Janne Mertanen. If you 

were with us in Finland last year, youôll remember the wonderful musical 

program he presented at one of the evening affairs. 

pasadenasistercities.org 

  Summer Exchange Students: To date, we have  Frank Spitznagel coming from 

Ludwigshafen, Germany and Jenni Järvenpää and Jennifer Korkeamaeki, coming 

from Järvenpää, Finland. The chairs of the subcommittees will be looking for 

home stays for the students. If youôd like to open up your home, contact Michael 

Warner, German Subcommittee Chair, at 626-798-3541, or Joanne Stebenne, 

Finland Subcommittee Chair, at 626-793-6692. See pages 4 and 5 for the 

Luncheon and Events flyers. 

Cont. on Page 3 
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Subcommittee Info  

Ludwigshafen, Germany 

2nd Tuesday of Month 

Michael Warner, Chair 

626-798-3541 

mww726@juno.com 

 

Mishima, Japan 

1st Wednesday of Month 

Harry Kawahara, Chair 

626-791-3791 

harrykawahara@sbcglobal.net 

 

Järvenpää, Finland 

1st Friday of Month 

Joanne Stebenné, Chair 

626-793-6692 

 

Vanadzor, Armenia 

1st Thursday of Month 

Joan Reyes 

909-593-6336 

jreyesmsn@aol.com 

 

Xicheng District 

Beijing,  China 

2nd Friday of Month 

Cathy Wei, Chair 

626-585-7464 

Cjwei_2000@hotmail.com 

 

Student Exchange Coordinator 

Alan Lamson 

626-794-1049 

amlamson@sbcglobal.net 

Executive Board 

President 

Fred Alcantar, Jr. 

818-406-2391 

falcan@pacbell.net 

 

Vice-President 

Marcia Montez 

636-345-0676 

marcia8660@sbcglobal.net 

 

Secretary 

John Wills, Jr. 

626-755-6506 

jwills@usc.edu 

 

Treasurer 

Dru Emm 

626-351-1914 

druemm@aol.com  

New Member of China Consulate 

 

Photo # 1 

Photo # 2 

Photo # 3 

Photo # 4 

  Have You Met Her? On the evening of October 10, following their monthly 

meeting, the China  Subcommittee was joined by one of the newest members 

of the China Consulate in Los Angeles. The new member, FAN Jin, took 

Isadoraôs place and will be our liaison for activities with the consulate. 

 

  Consul FAN Jin is shown in Photo # 2. She, along with Consul YUE Liwen 

(Mike) and Ingrid Luo WANG (Photo # 1 & # 3), met with our members and 

discussed plans for future activities with the consulate. They spent a some time 

visiting the Museum of California Art and the Pacific Asian Museum as part of 

the Art Night Program. (One of the unusual pieces on display at the California 

Museum of Art is in the background.) Photo # 1 shows the group at the Pacific 

Asian Museum looking at the Confucius exhibit. Photo # 3 was taken on the 

roof garden of the California Museum of Art. The subcommittee members 

attending were Cathy Wei, Jack Wills, Ginny Heringer, Joanne Stebenne, 

Marcia and Phil Montez and Ted Covello. 

 

  And we couldnôt get by without a shot of our beautiful City Hall at night 

(Photo # 4). 

 

  We welcome Jin to Los Angeles and we are looking forward to her, and the 

other consulate members! 
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Reaffirmation (Cont. from Page 1) 

PSCC NEWS 

  Following their performance, they were taken to dinner at Tokyo Wako, a Japanese restaurant in the mall, for a 

Teppan style dinner. Everyone had a very good time. 

  The April 5th signing by Governor Zhang Jiandong and Mayor Bill Bogaard, took place at the Huntington Library.  

Included in the program were the presentations by our political supporters and the requisite exchange of gifts. 

Accompanying the delegation were members of the Xicheng Folk Orchestra. They performed in the Garden of 

Flowering Fragrance ï Liu Fang Yuan, the Chinese Garden at the Huntington Library, following lunch. 

  On the evening of the 5th, there was a small potluck party for the orchestra, which was leaving Pasadena the next  

morning. It was held at the home of Alan and Sheila Lamson. Music was provided by our very own Pasadena 

Scottish Pipes and Drums group, thanks to John McDonald, one of their fine bagpipers. The whole evening was very 

entertaining, with a few members of the orchestra doing solo performances. 

  On Monday morning, April 6, the delegation, lead by Governor Zhang Jiandong, and Mayor Bill Bogaard, placed a 

bronze plaque at the Scholar Tree that was planted across the street from City Hall, near to the busts of the Robinson 

brothers. The tree was planted to celebrate our relationship with Xicheng District 10 years ago. After the plaque 

ceremony, the delegation met with Mayor Bogaard in his office for a short discussion about the local politics. When 

the meeting was finished, Ann Erdman, Public Information Officer for the City of Pasadena, gave them a tour of 

City Hall. In the evening, the delegation was introduced to the City Council at their Monday night meeting. From 

there, they rushed to the airport for their flight home. 

  The Board would like to thank everyone that worked with the China Subcommittee, and Cathy Wei, to make this 

celebration come off so smoothly. And thanks to all our members and friends that attended some of the events. The 

Mayor, Governor, delegation and folk orchestra, had a wonderful time.  

  See photos of the events starting on page 6. 

Frank Spitznagel: Frank is the 

German exchange student. Heôll be 

attending Pasadena City College 

during the Summer Session. 
Jennifer Korkeamäki: Jennifer is 

from Järvenpää and will be 

attending PCC this summer. 

Jenni Järvenpää: Jenni is also 

from Järvenpää. She will be 

attending classes with Jennifer and 

Frank. 

Summer Exchange Students 
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PASADENA SISTER CITIES COMMITTEE 
 

Invites you to join in celebrating the 

25 th Anniversary 
of the 

Pasadena ë Jªrvenpªª, Finland 
Sister City Relationship 

 

Friday, June 5, 2009  

11:00 AM 

at 

The Athenaeum 
551 S. Hill Avenue 

Pasadena, CA 91106 
 

Special Pre-Lunch Concert 

Janne Mertanen 
Finnish Pianist 

(11:15 am to 12:00 pm) 

 

Yes, I would like to attend: Name __________________________________________ 

Number of guests: _____ 

Number of tickets: 

Chicken______ x $50.00 = $ _________  

Vegetarian____ x $50.00 = $ _________  

 
Please mail checks payable to Pasadena Sister Cities Committee to: 

Joanne Stebenn® 
2915 E. Orange Grove Blvd. 

For further information, please call 
Joanne Stebenn® (626) 793-6692  



Schedule of Events 

The Pasadena Sister Cities Committee cordially invites you to attend the 25th Anniversary Celebration between Järvenpää, Finland and Pasa-

dena, California, U.S.A. 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (Ƹ Please return this portion to confirm your reservation. Ƹ) 

I will attend: (Name) __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

EVENT 1: EVENT 2: 

Tuesday, June 2, 2009, 6:00 pm. 
Dinner at: 

Beckham Grill  
77 West Walnut Street 

Pasadena, CA  91103-3633 

 

Donation: See below. 

Thursday, June 4, 2009, 6:00 pm. 
Dinner at: 

El Portal Mexican Restaurant  
695 East Green Street 

Pasadena, CA  91101-2149 

 

Donation: $25.00 per person 

EVENT 3:  

Friday, June 5, 2009, 6:00 pm. 
Potluck Dinner at: 

Alan & Sheila Lamsonôs Home 
2459 Brigden Road 

Pasadena, CA  91104-3428 

 

Donation:  See below. 

 

EVENT 1:  Beckham Grill  

 

 

 

 

# Attending: ____________ 

Dinner Choice(s): 

Lemon Herb Chicken: 

Pot Roast: 

Grilled Salmon: 

Vegetarian: 

Total: 

 

$31.00 ea _________ 

$30.00 ea _________ 

$35.00 ea _________ 

$29.00 ea _________ 

$ ________________ 

EVENT 2:  El Portal  

Cost Per Person is $ 25.00 

 

Total: $_______________ 

 

# Attending: ___________ 

EVENT 3:  Potluck Dinner 

I will bring: 

Appetizer: _________________________ 

 

Salad:        _________________________ 

 

Side Dish: _________________________ 

 

# Attending: _______________________ 
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Finland 25th Anniversary Celebration  

PSCC NEWS 

Please select events you wish to attend for the 25th Anniversary Celebration.  Please make your check payable to:  

Pasadena Sister Cities Committee 
Mail your check with names, phone numbers, and email addresses of attendees to: 

 

Pasadena Sister Cities Committee 

Attn:  Joanne Stebenné 

2915 East Orange Grove Blvd. 

Pasadena, CA  91107 

 

For planning purposes, please RSVP no later than Wednesday, May 20, 2009. 

Questions? Contact Joanne Stebenné, Finland Subcommittee Chair, at 626-793-6692 or Fred Alcantar, President, at 818-406-2391 or 

email falcan@pacbell.net.  

mailto:falcan@pacbell.net
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Xicheng Folk Orchestraï Paseo Colorado 

Tokyo Wako DinnerðPaseo Colorado 

PSCC NEWS 


